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..¦to IwIimi Transacted la the Senate at

Wl (Ucses Court House BUI.The
Kotroachaeat Committee aad What It Has
to laVehtlnate.UlfM, the Recasaat Wltaeee.
The proceedings in the Senate to-day were devoid

of that profound Interest which characterized the
long and fleroe political battle of the past two
weeks. Something like practical legislation was
once more attempted. The House bill appropri¬
ating $4,000,000 for erecting the pnbilc buildings at
Chioago was passed, with unimportant amend¬
ments, and resolutions were adopted Instruct¬
ing the new Committee on Investigation
and Retrenchment to Inquire into the
recent defalcations in General Spinner's office, tho
bodge defalcation, the case of Callender, the Bank
Examiner, and the "General Order Business" in the
Hew Fork custom House, with the alleged connec¬
tion of the White House with the iraudulent trans¬
actions.
The last named Inquiry Is founded on the resolu¬

tion offered by Senator Coukllng yesterday, but It
was to-day amendod by Mr. Sohurz, so as to de¬
velop the corrupt practices of officials of every
grade In the Custom House, and Mr. Tipton
further amended it so as to cover the

> allegations of the use of publio money In the syra-
cuseOoBventlon last summer. Mr. Conkling said
the purpose of the latter amendment was very evi¬
dent, bat he was willing to accept everything
which Senators could suggest.
The only comment which Is made on this result

of these singular proceedings is that it would have
been better to have accepted the inevitable before
the light began than after it was over. Mr.
Chandler, In moving that so much of the President's
Message as rslers to the telegraph system of the
country be referred to the Committee on
Commerce, took occasion to make a fierce attack on
the Associated press; but he did not go into the
merits of the President's recommendations in re¬
gard to a postal telegraph, nor evinoe much know¬
ledge of the prlnc pies ol newsgathenug. The
subject la a very interesting one, ana is bo far
from being distasteful to Be?atonal committees
that iw consideration was postponed till Mr.
Ramsey, chairman of Post Offices and Post

could be on band tQ claim Is,
Senator Scott brought up tne cade of Gist, the

tecoaant wltneaa from South Carolina, who failed
to testify before the committee charged with tho
Investigation of Southern ontrages, bat without
making any disposition of tne matter, tho Senate
went into executive session. This was tho result of
the first business day of the Senate. H it amounted
So utile, it was at least a step toward business,
thongb the business of President-making cannot fall
to be the great purpose of the whole session.
Tho Labor Qamtioo Anoss Protectionists,
Free Traders and Ignorance In the Honse
of ReprcoontaStom Tho Debate to Close
Ts-Diy.
In the House to-day, after the passage of several

other unimportant resolutions, the subject of tho
Labor Commission was again Introduced, Mr.
Boar's bill being under consideration. An ani¬
mated discussion arose In regard to the arrange¬
ment of the debate. Mr. Peroe, chairman of the
Committee on Education and Laoor, after Ineffec¬
tual effort to come to an understanding, gave notice
that to-morrow, at one o'clock, he should close tho
debate. This' proposition did not meet with lavor
from the other side, who wish'd for more 11me to
dlsoum the provisions of the bill. Mr. Perce pro-
eeedea to explain the nature of the work to be ac¬

complished by this commission, whose business it
.ball be to inquire into the cause of discontent
among the working people, and of the relations of
capital ana labor. Mr. Perce has evidently given
jfnougnt to this subject, and brings earnestness and
practical suggestlous in regard to It. 'Hie opposi¬
tion followed np the initiative taken when the bill
was first presented. Mr. Campbell offered a
substitute to Mr. Hoar's bill In the form of
m proposition for a Joint committee, but was
ruled out of order. Mr. Storm, of Pennsylvania,
snowed great courage lu standing up against the
high tariff ideas or his own Stato, at the same time
that he favored Inquiry Into the subject or education
and labor. He favored a cominiiteo or inquiry
rather than a commission, and met the whole ques¬
tion gracefully and ably. Messrs. Cox ami Kerr
arraigned the republican party before the bar of
pnbllo opinion as toe criminal In the matter of op¬
pression and wrong against the laboring
blames, and showed that the machinery which
Is grinding the lite out of them is tne
tariff and high taxation. Mr. Slocum spoke 01 the
poor man generally. He said l lie President was
poor once himself, but through the partiality of his
friends he was poor no longer. He named a com¬
mission, which he offered as an amendment, con¬

sisting of Horace H. Day, Richard Treveilick and
Alexander Troup.
Mr. Townsend, of Pennsylvania, spoke of the

President's Civil (Service Message as a proof ol de¬
sire to correct abuses. Mr. Hawley favored the bill.
Mr. Ambler wanted the Bureau ol Statistics to do
the work proposed. Mr. Farnsworth thought the
Committee on Education anu Labor wonid
have plenty of time to attend to It. Mr. Kililnger
proposed to give It In charge ol the head ol the
Agricultural Bureau. He also wished to limit the
term 01 the commission to ono year, and to have a

practical miner on the commission. Mr. Kelley
made a plea lor protection, aud sent a letter to the
Clerk to be read, vindicating his position. Mr. Ste¬
venson, of Ohio, followed lu a warm appeal
for a reduction of taxes. Between the pro¬
tectionists, revenue reformers and the igno¬
rance which seems to prevail upon the
whole subject the bill providing for a
commission to Investigate the labor question is
having a stormy time. The vote will bo taken at
oae o'clock to-morrow, ana Its fate at present looks
doubtful. A little sparring occurred over Mr. Gar-
g-eld's resolution asking lor au appropriation of
$3?,000 to derray the expenses ol the Committee
df Investigation on Southern Outrages. Mr.
Wood inquired If there was any constructive
mileage to be paid from this appropriation. Mr.
Ridridge withdrew his motion for Uio reading of
tea bill upon consent being given that It be con-

(BMered as read, and it was agreed, amid great
mauiUMM, that when printed in the Globe It should
he Incorporated in his remarks.
*Me House then adjourned In better spirits and

brighter looks than they commenced the day.
Tho Legal Tender Diei'eeslene.

Tho Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the
nutted States to day announced to the Bar that tne
opinions in the legal tender eases will be read at an
parly day after the recess, and that the delivery of
tUfae opinions had been postponed at the request of
Iks minority.

Tire House Civil Service Committee.
The House Committee on the reorganisation of

She Civil Service have commenced their labors by

Investigating the House expenditures, and particu¬
larly as to the employment of clerks of committees,
the latter branch having been referred to them by a

resolution ol the House. The committee, without
coming to any conclusion have adjourned until after
the holidays.
Opinions mi the Political Resale ef the Presi¬
dents Message Divided.The New Ilnnip-
shlre Fifth Aeditor.
The reception of the President's Message trans¬

mitting the report of the Civil Service Commission
and announcing that the system therein proposed
would go Into operation on aud arter the 1st of
January next, develops most forcibly the shuttle¬
cock nature ef all the tallc among different
tactions of the republican party relative to
civil service reform. The political bearings of the
Message are regarded as verv important and on all
sides and parties it will be uaqd with effect against
the President. The prevailing optnlon appears to
be that the decided air it bears of settling a ques¬
tion out of which politicians generally, and republi¬
cans especially, expected to make considerable
capital, Is an assumption that will not
favorably affect the Presidential expectations of an
easy renomlnabon. It is openly asserted that this
Message is sure to make Grant's road aurlng the
coming battle-summer a very hard one to travel.
On the other hand, nts special friends out of Con¬
gress claim tnat the Message is a splendid flank
movement, sure to tnrn tne position so hardly won
by the recalcitrant republican benators, and leave
him master of the situation. Whatever may be the
result, the insincerity of most of the cry
for reform Is made very clear by these comments
on the Message. The action ol the Seuate to-day,
in confirming an ex-Congressman, Mr. Ela, of New
Hampshire, for Fifth Auditor, as well ns that or the
President In nominating him, Is a still stronger
prool of the shuttlecock character or the agltatlo 1.

New England republicans want to wrest New
Hampshire from the democracy, so Mr. Ela Is ap¬
pointed over the head ot a worthy chief clerk, who
should have had the place.
Telegraph iFire Reduction."Straw Bids'*
In tlie Post Office Department.A Dill with
Dangerous Powers.
The President of the Western Union Telegraph

Company was before the Committee on Ways and
Means this morning, and made an argument id
behalf of a proposed reduction on telegraph wire.
No action was taken.
The Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads

was in consultation witn the Postmaster General,
who urged tne commutee to sustain House bill
609, Introduced by Mr. Farnsworm on the 11 ch inst.
which relates to proposals and contracts for trans
portation or the malls and lor otner purposes. Mr.
Farnsworth reported the bill oy order of the com^
mlttee and it was read. It aims professedly to give
the Postmaster General power to refuse
"straw bids" and generally to overthrow
an Irresponsible contract system, which,
It is claimed, has grown into a

great abuse, and providing lhat persons putting In
straw bids aud faillug to fill, or withdrawing lrom
the contract wncn called to perform service, may
be punished wl'h fine aud Imprisonment. No blduer
shall be released from obligation because of a lower
bid until after a contract u closed with
other parties. The Postmaster General is to
have the power to reject bids which may
to htm appear to be fraudulent or ficticious.
He may also contract on the best terms obtainable
with other parties, if a regular bidder or contractor
shall rail to enter or fulfil a contract. The rest of
the bill relates to the money order ouslness. It is
claimed by many persons that the powers given In
the matter ol contracts, and so forth, are too great
;o be trusted to a Postmaster General, and will be
used to the disadvantage of contractors and car-
iters.
A Chapter In Madera Diplomacy.The Miss¬
ing Volume af Onr Statement for Geneva-
Did It Fall Into the Hands of the Bn^EUhV.
Wlio is to Blam* V
Mr, Eldrldge, of Wisconsin, introduced a resolu¬

tion into the Honse to-day in regard to the printed
copies of the case presented by the United (States
before the Geneva Conference, which promises to
yield some very rich developments. The resolution
requires Mr. Fish to Inform the House id what lan¬
guages the statement was printed, the an¬
swer to which will likely provoke much
comment, tne facts of the case being that
the argument was rendered into Spanish as well ae
English, French and Portuguese, but for what pur-
poso It Is difficult to understand, as neither Spain nor
theSpaniards nave any connection with the Con¬
ference. Thn circumetanow, bo slight In luelf; and
yet so unnecessary, creates muoh talk in well-in¬
formed political circles, especially as the reports
concerning Spanish Interference with the Confer¬
ence have become so painfully common, and are
still so incomprehensible. But Mr. Eldrldge's
resolution alms at a more important
matter even than an explanation of this anomaly.
A copy of our statement was lost early in Novem¬
ber, aud there is a suspicion tnat It fell into the
hands of the English government and was used by
tnern to our lmmeiise disadvantage in the piepara-
llon of their statement, by availing themselves In
advance of a full knowledge of our case. The story
counteuanoed by tlio state Department Is tnat the
book was lost In the streets of Waihington, and as
the particular volume wnich weut astray was
among the first, if not the very first, which
came from the binder, the fears that It mav have
fallen into tne bands of the English seem only too
well grounded. It Is well known here that the
State Department gave out copies of this work,
under restrictions as to secrecy, to international
lawyers, like ex-President Woolsey, of Yaie College;
William Beach Lawrence, of Rhode Island, and Mr.
Beamus, of Boston, and some of these gentlemeu
have used the volumes entrusted to tnem for the
purpose of making articles for the public press, ft
Is not supposed, however, that any of the articles
which have appeared were made from the lost
volume, aud it is understood that the Secretary of
State is not In Ignorance ol the hands tu which the
missing book was placed. Nothing is kuowu of tho
present whereabouts of this missing volume, but

many iivpotbcses are Indulged to, one of these
being the impossibility of losing the bulky
work In the streets, or except by de¬
sign. Tho secretary of State can scarcely
avoid, nnder the resolution, the necessity
of giving the House of Representatives the name of
the person to whom the book was committed and a

sketch of Us history, so tar as it Is knowe to the
State Department.

it la intimated on excellent authority thai tho
sequel may show not only the gross carelessness
which Is manifest in the facts already revealed, but
a chapter of secret history which wtli go far to ex-

piaiu the story of Spanish interest aud luter:erence
at Geneva.
Consolidation or Internal Revenue Districts.
Refunding Taxes.The North Carolina Hen-
atorsblp.
The President to-day ordered tho consolidation of

the Htthand Sixth Internal Revenue districts of
Wisconsin.
The Secretary of tho Treasury to-day issued the

following circular:.
Tne regulation ordered by this department

August 8, l»6ti, limiting applications for reluudlug
taxes to two years irom the uatc of payment
ot the tax ami two years from that date in
cases or claims already accrued Is harulj so modified
as to allow tho presentaiion of claims now exintiug
until the aoth day or June, 1872.
The Senate Committee on Elections and Privileges

meet on Thursday to consider tho credentials of
Mr. Vance, of Nortn Carolina, and Mr. Abbott's
claims to contest his seat. Neither gentleman Is
likely to get n favorable report.
Plane far the Resumption of Specie Pap-

meats.
The House Committee on Banking and Currency,

In session this morning, considered the question of
resumption, aud finally referred all bills before tho
committee lor examination and report to a sub¬
committee consisting ot Messrs. Waldron, Munroe
and Cox.
The only bills referred to the committee so far

are those ot Messrs. Merrick, of Maryland, and
L/nob, of Maine. The former proposes to allow
the payment of custom dues In greenbacks, and
the latter propounds an elaborate scheme for re¬

suming specie payments. This bill directs that on
and after Ma> I, 1872, all Treasury notes received by
the United States Treasurer in the ordinary course
shall be destroyed, and the Secretary shall Issue de¬
mand notes of the same denominations, payable In
coin six mbntha after dale. All national bank notes
are after same date to be redeemed by the banke

In United states legal tender notes. Tne Secretary
may at nis discretion, after the payment In specie
boa begun, shorten the time from six to three
mouths. This la tne principal feature of the bin,
which alius to make resumption both gradual and
continuous. The sub-committee will report after
the holidays ana the feeling of the Banking and
Currency Committee la understood to fayor quite
Btrongly a resumption measure of some "'id,
Flra for a (Jolted States Waiiae Registry.
The Committee on Commerce have under con¬

sideration Senator Wilson's bill to establish a gov¬
ernment Marine Registry of American and foreign
shipping, There are to be three surveyors in each
maritime Btats one a practical shipbuilder, another
a steam machinistand the third a sea oaptaia.who
are to Inspect all vessels built or arriving within
their Jurisdiction and issue certificates
of registration under seal. Vessels are
to bo tated under three classes, with three
grades to each class. Wooden vessels may be
classed in the flrst rate for nine and twelve years,
and Iron vessels for seventeen or twenty years,
There is to ue a Surveyor General at Washington,
and owners are to have the right of appeal to blm
from the local surveyor, and nrom him to the
Secretary of the Treasury. The whole number of
surveyors are constituted a board to prepare rules
and specifications for the construction of vessels,
subject to tue approval of the Chief or the Bureau
of Construction In the Navy Department.

'1 he Notional Bank Failures la New York.
At the session of the House committee on Bank¬

ing and Currency to-day the subject of present sus¬

pension of national banks In New York was onder
consideration. Mr. Cox, of New York,
suggested that an Investigation should be
made Into the manner In which business was
conducted by the banks, with the view of
ascertaining whether further legislation was not re¬
quired to protect the people from frauds, resulting
in the adoption by the House of the resolution of-
ferred by Mr. Hooper, Instructing the Couimlltee on
Banking and Currency to investigate the caases
which led to the suspension or tue New York na¬
tionals banks. The matter has been entrusted to
Messrs. Smith, of Vermont; Merrlam, of New York,
ana Randall, of Pennsylvania, wno will visit New
York during the holidays and take testimony.

.*enatorial ontii-inatloiin.
The Senate In executive session to-day continued

the following nominations:.
Benjamin J. Sweet, Deputy Commissioner of In¬

ternal novenue; David w. .nation, Firsi Auditor of
tne ireasury; Lewis H. Douglass, Member oi tue
Council lor the District ot Columbia; Moses N,
Adams, Indian Agent lor Dnkotu Territory A. T. A
'lorbert, 01 Delaware, Consul Geuerai at Havana.

Lou.su/ti.-Stuart names, of Connecticut, at Klo
Negro; Thomas r. Preutisa, of Vermont, at Main*
John d. Hawes, ol District of Columbia, at lioka-

collectors of Customs. Charles S. English, ror
Georgetown, 1). C.; William Gilvey, for Newark. N.
J.; Edwind M. Handy, for Rappahannock, Va.:
Josepn A. Starkweatner. St. Mark's, P a.
hece rem ./ J'uoiio Moneys.D. L. Oual. for

Stephen's Point. Wis.
v '

Jier/isterx of the Land Off,,'".8. H. Abans, at
Stephen's Point, Wis.; Hiram W. Parker, Beatrice,
Nebraska; P. B. ..ason, Humboldt, Kansas; ilurt-
lord L. Gordon, St. cloud. Miun.; Irving w. stan-
ton, Kansas Valley, Colorado; Frank Welsh. West
Point, Nebraska; Samuel P. Lathrop, Central City.
Colorado.

'

As sssors of Internal Revenue.John W. Ross
Fifth district of Indiana; T. H. Brooks, First district
of Virginia.
CoUecatrs of Jn'ernai Revenue.C. Todd, Second

Mlnne-ota; Andreas Wllimanu, Ninth New York,
vice Franz Sigei. resigned; George W. Ward. First
Texas; John J. Mutt, sixth Norm Carolina; George
S. Richards, Second Virginia.
Marat.First Assistant Engineer Henry 8. Davids

to be Chief Engineer in tne Navy; Christopher K. P.
Rodgers to be Chief of tne Bureau of Yards and
Docks; Daniel Atmnen, Chiet of the Bureau ot Navi¬
gation; Jonathan m. Fooie, chief or the Bureau ot
Meuioine and surgery; Jonn B. Van Melee, to be
chaplain in tne navy; Lieutenant Commander
Weld M. Allen, to be comniauuer; Lieutenant Com¬
mander Nathaniel Green, to be commander; Coin-
modore Charles oieftdmqu, *9 9« rear Admiral: cup,
[aliiMi B. ulSSy, to be Commodore; Captains Alex.
Murray and Edward Donaldson to be commodores;
Commanders Homer C. Blake, Clark A. Weils,
Bteoncu P. Quackenoush and Eari Eugllan, to be
captains, Lieutenant Commanders John M. quack-
enbush and Thomas Eastman, to be commanders,
and a number of other naval promotions in tne
lower grades.

t-residential Nominations.
The President sent the following nominations to

the Senate to-day:- Daniel Turuey, of Pennsylvania,
to be Consul at Osaca and Hloga; William H. God-
dard, United states Judge Eastern distnot of Texas;
J. T. Denver, Collector of Internal Revenue Fourth
district, Georgia; Benjamin S. Bell, Collector Inter¬
nal Revenue, Second district, Georgia; George l).
Cross, Jr., Surveyor or Customs, Pawtatuok,
R. L; Leonard B. Ayer, Register Land
Office, Maryaville, California ; Adolphus
Waltz. Register Laud Office, Carson City, Nev.; Ed¬
ward P. Sine, Receiver or Public Moneys, Belmont.
Nev.; First Lleuteant Herman .cnrelner, to be cap¬
tain of the Ninth cavalry; second Lieutenant Wil¬
liam W. Tyler, to be flrst lieutenant Ninth cavalry
ana second Lieutenant John Little, to be first lieu¬
tenant Flfteentn infantry.

A»sininnt 'Pre surer Tuttle All (tight.
United States Treasurer Spinner autnorizes an

empnatlo denial of the statements sent abroad
fl-om this citr to tne effect that Assistant
Treasurer Tutue will retire from that office
tu consequence ot recent developments of
tho Warden-Johnson defalcation. Mr. Spinner
states that tnere has never been the slightest sus¬

picion of wrong or negligence on the part or Mr.
Tuttle or Cashier wyuian, both of whom have his
unbounded confidence, and with neither oi whom
Jie would part witnout exceeding regret.

Emuruleri Indicted.
To-day the Grand Jury found a true bill or indict¬

ment against F. A. Marden, charging him wiih em¬

bezzling $12,000 of the lawful money or the United
Stales, and against set n Johnson, charged with em¬

bezzling $lo,ooo. The Grand Jury also found three
Indictments against Michael Htrohmler, churging
him with lorging the endorsements on the certifi¬
cates ol pay oi the Beatty Company, oi Tennessee.

The Public Buildings In -t. Louis.
The Uonse Committeo on Approjinatlons to-day

consiaered the subject of government buildings in
St. Louis, It being proposed as a preliminary move¬

ment to appropriate $300,000, the entire amount

required being $2,000,000.
The Dnlighters of Cuba.

A delegation of Cnban ladles from New York.Mrs,
Anna B. do Mora, Mrs. de Ayramente, Mrs. Quesada
aou Mrs. Emella c. de Viiiaverde, Secretary oi the

League of the Danghtera of t uba.called on the
President to-day with reierence to Cnban affairs.
Tbey will call again to-morrow by appointment

C< lisil* Returns.

The following is the aggregate of returns for the

year ending June 1, 1870, received at the Cttuu9
Office, applied to the entire country:.
Acrea lmptoved 188,800,761
Acres woodlano I6s,908,i2l
Acres unimproved 50,3Jd,61.1
casn value of farms $9,281,776,121
cash value of agricultural implements. $336,890,871
Wages paid $.ilo,06<,473
Farm products $2,446,602,379
Value of livestock $1,624,271,714
Wheat, bushels 267,73 ,931
Rye, busnels 17,000.000
Indian corn, bushels 700,963,204
Oats, bushelB 282,096,996
Barley, busnels 29,761,266
Buckwheat, oushols 9,821,662
Rice,POUUdS 73,636,021
Tobacco, pounds. 262,729,640
Cotton, bales 2,999,721
Wool, pounds 102,063,264
Potatoes, bushels 143,230,000
Sweet potatoes, bushels 21,034,000
Wine, gallons 3,096,000
Cheese, pounds 63,492,000
Butter, pounds 614,002,460
Milk, gallons. S86,600,000
Hay, tons... 27,416,000
Hops, pounds 2s,466,869
Sugar (cane), pour.os 87,043,000
Hugar (maple), pounds 28,443,000
Molasses (cane), gallons 6.600,000
Moliis8es (sorghum), gallons le,04t,ooo

Our Relations with Npala.
[From tho Providenoe Journal (Sonator Anthony's

organ), Dec. 19.]
There are many people, both at Washington and

elsewhere, who earnestly desire to see a war be¬
tween tuts country and Spain for the acquisition of
Cuba, and some of them, we rogret to say, are very
reckless as to the manner in wblcn It may begin.
But a war seldom breaks out so suddeuly as tho
W aslitngton correspondents seem to think possible.
Our grievances wnu Hpaln, so lar as the public is
acquainted with tnem, aro, at the most, not very
serious, and we have borne iliem so long that we
may naturally be expected to bear them a little
longer. We are hardly likely to go to war merely
10 sausiy Hie speculators lu the Cuban Insurrection,
especially wnuo tne Geneva Conference Is in ses¬
sion. II there it anything warlike in the wind
the public must know It very soon; (or the rumors
are growing stronger and more positive every day.

MUNICIPAL ELECTION.
WATKRTown, N. Y. Dec. 19, 1871.

ThS mnnlsipal election In this city to-day resulted
f the Siecuon of GUdroy Lord, me cituen candi-1
dais Jet Mayor, by 2*9 majority. J

CIVIL SEBVICE.
Message from President Grant Ac¬

companying the Report of
the Commissioners.

"TO THE PUBLIC BELONG THE SPOILS."

Synopsis of the Report.The Rnlei.Conpeti-
tire Examination! Imtitnted.

When the New Order Takes
Effect.

The Pmldrat'i Mei
Washington, Deo. 19,1871.

TO TRl SXNATH AND HOl'SJE OF RXPRESKNTA-
tivhs:.
In accordano« wltn the act or Congress approved

March 3,1371,1 convened a commlsaion or eminent
gentlemen to devise roles and regulations for tne
purpose of reforming tne civil service. Their labors
are now complete, and I transmit herewith their re¬
port, together with the roles which they recommend
for my action. These rales have been adopted,
and will go Into effect on the 1st
day of January, 187i Under the law
referred to. as 1 interpret It, the
authority is already Invested in the Executive to
enforce these regulations, with full power to
abridge, alter or amend them at his option when
changes may be deemed advisable. These views,
together with tho report of the commissioners, are
submitted for your careful consideration, as to
whether further legislation may be necessary in
order to cany out au effective and bene-
tlclal civil service reform. If left to mo,
without further Congressional action, the rules
presenbed by the commission, under the reserva¬
tion already mentioned, will bo faithfully executed;
but they are not binding without further legisla¬
tion on my successors.
Uelng desirous of bringing this subject to the

attention of Congress bo lore tho approachlug re¬
cess, I have not time to sufficiently examine the
accompanying report to enable me to suggest de¬
finite legislative action to insure tne suppo.t whkh
may be necessary In order to give a thorough trial to
a policy long needed. I asx for all the streugtu which
Congress can give me to enable me to carry out the
reforms In the civil service recommended by the
commissioners and adopted to take effect, as before
stated, on January 1, 1872.
The ltfW which provides for the convening of a

commission to devise rules and regulations for re¬
forming the civil service authorizes, I think, the
permanent organization of a primary board under
whose general directions all examinations of appli¬
cants for public office shall lie conducted.
There is no appropriation to continue such a board
beyond the termination of its present labors. I
therefore recommend that a proper appropriation
be made to continue the services or the present
board lor another year, and in view of the fact that
three memoers of the board hold positions in the
public service, which precludes them Irom receiving
extra compensation under existing laws, that they
be authorized to receive a fair compensation for
fjttt service itnMg by them In the performance
Ot this duty.' U. S. GRANT.
kxxcuTivB Mansion, Dec. 19.1871.

The Bsperl of the C'lvil Service t'oeeh*
¦toners.

Subjoined Is a synopsis of the report referred to
In the President's Message:.
lbe Civil Service Commissioners, after citing the

act under which they were constituted a commis¬
sion. enter upon a sketch ol Ihe policy Of the various
aomlntacrations in the earlier history o>ihe govern¬
ment with regaid to appoiutment to the etvli ser¬
vice and briefly note the various efforts madefrom time to time to correct evils,
aud then pass to a description of
the present condition of the civil service,
which has hitherto been sustained by common en-
seut setting forth In detail the serloos and threat,
eutug evils of the preseut practice of treating
the interior dosvs ot the administration as partynrizes. and answering various arguments by wnicb
it Ih sought to be justified. They say that if, by ex¬
amination for admission to the civil servioe, nothing
were fmuerstood but a test of mere literary

aulin-Qr. it nugnt be reasonably opposedaT~ unsatisfactory; tor it is unquesnouabie
that a man might be an excellent
appraiser of linen, and yet know nothing of history
or of accounts; but, on the other hand, it is equally
undeniable tnat an excellent appraiser of linen Is
not tne less excellent because of general intelli¬
gence. Ol two excellent accountants the one who
has tho most general knowledge Is certainly prefer¬
able and a coantry which declares that, where
technical skill Is equa.. It wilt select tne candidate
lor its service who is the better educated, is a
country which directly and practically encourages
intelligence and morality. it is true that
certain distinguished men In the public service
might not have passed a certain literary examina¬
tion, which Is now required ol young men entering
the same service; but it is equally true that the older
men could have passed the examination had It. in
their case, been required, aud the proot is tne capa-
city ot which their present disticnon is the evidence.
Tlie commissioners say in concluding their report:.
..We do not, indeed, suppose that the

adoption of any rules, However sullinlly
framed, would at once remedy the evs
in the civil service which are universally
Hcitnowledged, and experience will doubtless show
how every meihod ot reform may be improved. But
those evils will certainly not be remedied without
an effort. Those wno are content to demand civil
service retorui, but wno oppose every practical at¬
tempt to promote it, must oe suspected ot having
lltMe real hostility to the sys.em which they decry.
Fortunately, however, public attention was never
more resolutely turned to a subject, and tier®
was never a more lavorable moment to begin tne
reform. The party Issues of the last few years arc
gradually disappearing. The uerlious questions offundamental policy have Deen determined, and the
parainouut interests ol the country are now those
of the ad lulnisi ration. Honesty and ett-
ctencv of the administration or the settled
national policy will now be iae ohi«
riprrmurt or every party. But nowncre
can that purpose oe shown so plainly as in the
reformation or the civil s i vice, so as to secure in¬
tegrity, efficiency and economv."
Alter quoting irom a recent speech of Mr. Glad¬

stone to snow that a similar reform has been made
and bus succeeded in England, tae Commissioners

t0"We propose also that In this coun¬
try theP pUces in the public service
shall be restored to those who are touud
to be tt'leu by tUeui, and If any one is disposed to
think that an abuse of forty years Is a law ol the
reoublican system a Utile reflection will show him
lnu Aii'ffir if he believes a reform lo be Impossible
he merely shows (Sat he Is tie victim of the aouso
and lonrew tnat in America every reform 19 P°^J"hie The enlorcemeut ol the rules that we sunmit
lor'aonroval depends, of course, upon the pleasure
of ihe President; yet should they receive the sanction
oi Comrress in tne lorra oi law, itieir enforcementwou^d mjcoiue, until repealed, not only the P o«s-
ure but the duty ol the President. I hat sanction,
whether to the rules now submitted or to any Bcheme.
win more surelv promote that purity and eiUo.eucy of
uie civil service which the couutry most earnestly
desires. II that sanction atiould he delayed the rules
adopted lor ills action by the President could not
bind his successor; out, unless we are wholly nils-
taken in* reform would so vindicate itself to the
good sense of the country that the people hern-?c,ves woShl reject any party and anycandmae
that proposed to reiap.-e into the present
practice The improvement ol the civil ser¬
vice is emphatically the people's cause, the
people's reform, aud the administration which vig¬
orously t^gms i't will acquire a glory only less than

tu«or
WILLIAM CUATI8.

ALEXANDER O. CATTELL.
JOttEPR MEDILL.
DAVIDSON A. WALKER.
E. B. ELLIOTT.
JOSEPH H. BLACKFAN.
DAVID C. COX.

Rule, for Admission to the Civil Service.
The following arc the rules submitted by the com¬

missioners:.
1. no person shall be admitted to any position in

the civil service within the appointment of the
President or the heads of depaMmeuts who is not
a citizen of the United states, who shall not have
furnished satlaiactory evidence In iregard «« char¬
acter, health aud age, and who snail not nave
passed a satisfactory examination in speaking,
reading and writing the English language.

2. An advisory board of suitable persons to be
employed by the President under the ninth section
ol the act of March 3, 1871, entitled, ' an act matt¬
ing appropriations lor sundry ctvIt expenses of tne
government for tne fiscal year ending June 30, 187J,
aud for otner purposes," shall, so itarasjprancable,group the positions In each branch ot the
civil servioe. according to tne character or the
dutlss to'reperformed, and shall grade each group
from the lowest to the highest for the purpose of
promotion wlthm the group. Admission to ine
civil service snail always be to the lowest gved® of
any group, and, to such positions as cannot be
grouped or graded, admission shall he determined
as provided for the lowest grade.

a. a vacancy occurring iq Uio lowest grade of

group of officer* shall be filled, after due public no
lice, from all applicants who snail present them¬
selves and who shall have furnished the evidences
and satisfied the preliminary examination alreadymentioned, and who shall have passed a publiccompetitive examination to vest tnetr knowledge,ability and special qualifications for the periormanceoi the duties 01 the office. The Board conducting soon
competitive examination shall prepare, under the
supervision of the Advisory Board, a list of the
names of the applicants iu the order of their excel¬
lence, as proved by such examination, beginningwith tbe highest, and shall then certify to the nomi¬
nating or appointing power, as the case may be, the
names standing at the head of such list, not ex¬
ceeding three, aua from the names thus certined
tbe appointment shall be made.

4. A vacancy occurring in any grade of a group of
officers above Uie lowest shall be tilled by a com-
petluve examination of applicants rrom the other
grades of that group, and the list of names iroin
whicn the appointment Is to be made shall be pre¬pared and certified as provided in the preceding
rule; but If no such applicants are lound competent
tne appoint incut shall lie npon an examination of
all applicants, conducted in accordance witn the
provisions for admission in the lowest grade.

6. Applicants, certlfled or otherwise, qualified for
appointment as cashiers of collectors of customs,
cashiers of assistant treasurers, cashiers of post¬
masters' superintendent of money order division
in post offices, and soch other custodians of large
snms of money as may nereaftcr oe designated by
the Advisory Board, and for whose pecuniary fidel¬
ity another officer is responsible, shall nevertheless
not be appointed, except with tbe approval of such
other officer.

A. Postmasters whose annual salary la less than
I'iOO may be appointed upon the written request of
applicants, with such evidence of character and
fitness as shall be satisfactory to the head of the
department.

7. Tbe appointment of all persons entering the
civil seivice in accordance with these regula¬
tions, excepting persons appointed by the
President by and with the advice and
conseut of tbe Senate, postmasters and
persons appointed to any position in a foreign
country, shall e made lor a probationary term of
six mouths during wulch the conduct and capacity
oi mien persons shall be teste 1, and if, at the end of
such probationary term, satisfactory proofs of their
fitness shall have been turnisht-d by the Boaru of
Examiners to the head of the deportment in which
they snab have been employed during said term,
they ahull bo reappointed.

8- The President win designate three persons in
each department of public service to serve as a
Board or Examiners, which, under the supervision
or tho Advisory Board, and under regulations to bo

firescrlbed bv it, and at such times and places as
t may determine, shall conduct personally or by
persons approved by the Advisorv Hoard ail investi¬
gations and examinations ror admission Into said
departments or lor promotion therein.

9. Any person who, after long and faithful service
in a department, shall be Incapacitated by mental
or bodily Infirmities lor the efficient discharge or the
duties of his position, may be appoluted by the head
of the department, at his discretion, to a position of
less responsibility in the same depart incur.

to. Nomina in these rules shall prevent the ap¬
pointment of aliens to positlous In tue consular
service, which by reason ol small compensation or
of other sufficient cause are, in the judgment of the
appointing power, necessarily so tilled, uor the
appointment or such persons within the United
States as are mdlspenslble to a proper discharge of
the dunes of certain positions, hut who ma/ not bo
familiar with the English language or leguily capa¬
ble of naturalization.

11. No neaa of a department uor any subordinate
officer of the government shall, as such officer, au¬
thorize or assist in levying any assessment of money
for political purposes, under the form ol voluntary
contributions or otherwise, upon any person em¬
ployed under his control, nor shall any such person
pay any money so assessed.

13. ihe Advisory Hoard shall at any time recom¬
mend to the President such changes lu these rules
as it may consider necessury to secure the greater
efficiency of the civil service.

13. From these rules are excepted the beads of
departments, assistant secretaries of departments,
Assistant Attorney General and First Assistant
Postmaster General, Solicitor General. Solicitor of
the Treasury, Naval Solicitor, Solicitor ol Internal
Revenue, Examiner of Claims In the Siate Depart¬
ment, Treasurer of the United states, Register of
the Treasury, First and second Comptrollers of the
Treasury, Jndges of the United Stales Courts. Dis¬
trict Attorneys, Private secretary of the President,
Ambassudors and other public Ministers, superin-
tenuent of the t oast Survey, Director ol the Mint,
Governors of Territories, Special Commissioners,
special annual Vlsltiug and Examining Boards,
persons appointed to positions without compensa¬
tion for services, despatch agents aud bearers of
despatches.

DELSARTE,
LccliK Before the Leas Island Historical
Society on Fraaeola Oelsnrto by Jnmea
Hteele Dlukare.
Mr. Maokaje began bla lecture, wnlcn wan deliv¬

ered last evening before a large and appreciative
audience in the chapel of the Packer institute,
Brooklyn, by citing the eulogies of uelsarte
by Lamartlne, Glrardin, Flozentino, Berlioz and
other eminent French admirers or the discoverer of
a scientific basts ot dramatic art. in response to
the question, "What is his science ot artf" the
lecturer gave an outline of the system and
its objects. He sought to correct the impres¬
sion that It Is too radically transcendental
and mysterious. The truth is, he said, that
the Deisarte system Is very much suoh a mystery as
light Itself. While it oanuot he . understood in a
moment it illuminates every question to wnleh it Is
applied. As a science It Is wonderfully simple and
concise. It aims at somethiug higher and
more important than the mere presentation
to the public oi some one's personality.
It secKs to make the painter, mnstclan or actor
vacate his own personality thut be may tne more
faithtully ossumo the personality or character
oi the subject bo treats. This he accomplishes
by teaching the pupil now to expresa a pas¬
sion or condition of being according to Its natural
law.the proper gesture, attitude, expression,
intonation or Inflexion In short, the most appro¬
priate physical presentation of tne Impassioned
thought. Mr. Mackaye earnestly protested
against the hasty conclusion of certain
critics-that art, under the influence of this
system, wonld become mechanical. Bach a
conclusion would oe as illogical and absurd
us to suppose that the science of thorough bass,
wbicn is purely mecuanlcal, would be ruinous to
musical genius. Uelsarte studied every phase of
human nature under all possible circumstances,
making tbe minutest notos of gesture, expres¬
sion, intonation, Ac. He devoted his whole
life to this stndv, too intent upon ac-
cumulating knowledge to give nimsclf
tbe time reunisite to prepare his manuscripts for
publication. This tass he lelt as u tru-it for those
who should come after him, aud Mr. Mackaye, in
announcing that he lias been so fortunate as to In¬
herit the precious treasure of accumulated truths,
declared that bis life would bogiu in earnest when
be should havo prepared the manuscripts of Uel¬
sarte for publication in FJnglistu

IHdsarte's science of art consists or three great
studies:.First, a careiul analysis of the liuiuun
being, its passions, powers ami perception; sccoud,
a profound observation ot the humail body, its
orgaus, agents and proportions; third, a
through investigation of the significance of pro¬
portion, form and movement. Again, there are
three distinct but essential natures in man:.First,
the vital or sensitive nature, by virtue of wulch we
leel and act: second, the mental or reflective na¬
ture, by virtue oi which we tnkuk and understaud;
third, the airecttve or moral nature, by %vlrtue
of wblcU we love and win. Kaon of these
natures Is found in the other.the vital
In tne mental, or judgment; the mental In the vital,
or instinct; tbe vital In the moral, or sentiment;
the moral In the vital, or symputnv: tbe mental In
the moral, or intuition; the moral in tne mental, or
consciences Thus Uelsarte shows bow all the
faculties ol the being are produced by the
vauous copenetratlons of a sensitive, reflective
and aflective nature In man. The body Is also di¬
vided Into three divisions by anatomy, and each
performs a separate function in expression:.First,
tbe limbs, which act as agents of the vital nature, and
reveal In their movements the energetic or ex< lted
condition of that nature; second, the bead, winch
by its movements reveals the subtle or excited
action ot the mental nature; third, the torso, which
reveals by its m >veuienta the earnestness or indiffer¬
ence of the moral nature. Again, in the head,
limbs and torso are found three agents of expres¬
sion. Tbe head is divided Into eyes, mental agent;
tbe nose, moral, and tne mouth, vital or sensitive.
In the limbs are found three distinct joints or agents,
In gesture having the same relation to tbe In¬
ward ma-i. In tne torso we also tind three distinct
/.ones of expression.one vital, one mental and ono
moral.
After giving a series of striking illustrations of the

elements of the nrt and of Uelsarte's system or
n'sthetlv gymnastics, Mr. Mackavo eloquently uu-
folded the grand purposes of the science. lie expa¬
tiated upon the potency of the tneatro as an instru¬
ment either for the elevation or the degradation or
mankind and upon the responsibility which rests on
all of ns In regard to the stage. The remedy which he
proposed for the degeneracy wrought by evil bands
Into which certain provinces of the stage have
lallen is the establishment of a school of art winch
shall draw a dividing line, deep and clear and
broad, between the legitimate and tbe Illegitimate
drama. The purpose of Uelsarte was 10 lay tne
foundation of a school of art which should practi¬
cally convert the theatre into a great and oeneilceut
school of manhood, one In Its purpose with the
pulpit, working side by side with it, ably ami
nobiy, for the glory of God and the good
or man. Uelsarte was an ardent, lover or his
kind, an enthusiastic noper and worker lor the
progress of humanity, a reverent and taiihlul ser¬
vant of his God. This science of art is the grand¬
est promise we have for ibe growth of at t from the
sensual towards tne spiritual. Tim lecturer con¬
cluded with the hope ihai from the seed planted by
this system In the fresh and ferule soil of America
a rich harvest of beauty, goodness and truth may lie
reaped, to the honor of Uelsarte, the Messiah of
art.

KENTUCKY POLITICS,
Lovtsviixa, Ky., Dec. 10, 1871.

Mr. T. 0. McCreery, late United States Senator
from Kentucky, waa nominated by the Democrats
Legislative Caucus at Fraokiort, last night, to sue-
caed Had. Garret Uavls.

THE GRAND DUKE IN 11VIDl
Enthusiasm ofthe Inhabitants

of Ottawa.

Hospitalities of Lord Lisgar,
the Governor General,

Public Welcome and Addresses of the
People in the Senate Chamber.

RESPONSE OF HIS HIGHNESS.

Reception by Lady Liagar at
Rideau Hall.

Ottawa, Canada, Dec. ia, istj.
The first formal reception of the Grand Duke

alnco tne beginning of hi* tour through tne British
Provinces took place here at the Dominion capital
to*iay. It was a very generous and hearty demon¬
stration on the part of both the government officials
and the authorities, but of course it lacked
the pomp, splendor and enthusiasm which
cnaractorizcd the ovations In honor of
the imi>erial visitor in Now York, Washing¬
ton, Boston and ether American cities.
1 here was no partial suspension of bdsiness, uo
decorations, and only iiow and then a cheer and
hurrah when the distinguished guest was recog¬
nized. The absence of all tnese demonstrations,
however, does not signify that tne people were less
willing to do him honor than were the olt zens of
the United States, for at tne beginning It was gen¬
erally understood that all popular demonstrations
would be avoided on account of the serious Illness
of the Prince or Walos, In fact, If It had
not been for this the journeying* of the
Prince through Canada would have been
marked by as much c/w and general hurrahing as
were the trips of the Prince of Wales and Prtne©
Arthur. Only Icr the assurances of the recovery of
the heir apparent to the British throne even the
very moderate demonstrations of to-day would not
have taken place. As it wus, however. It was de¬
cided best to show some hospitality to the dis¬
tinguished guest, and to this end Lord Ijsgar, the
Governor General, aud the citizens or Ottawa com¬
bined.
AT TUB GOVERNMENT HOUSE AND DRIVING THROUGH

OTTAWA.
The Imperial party spent the early part of the day

at the Government House, nut at about noon took a
drlvo through the principal portions or the city,
visiting the renowned lumber yards of Ottawa and
also the famous Suspension Bridge and Falls identi¬
fied with the Ottawa Klver at a short distance from
the city. The weather was extremely cold, the
ground was well covered with snow, the air full of
the same feathery substance, and everything, in
fact, seemed to conspire to make a Kussian feel
himself perlectly at home. Some two or three
hours were thus spent In driving around the city
and suburbs, the Duke, of course, attracting great
attention and admiration wherever he happened to
be recognized. Subsequently a lunch was had at
the Government Mansion, preparatory to a

FORMAL WELCOME AT THE SENATE CHAMBER

by the people and municipal authorities of the city
of Ottawa. Thousand* I urncd out to mingle In the
privileges of this occasion; but as only those bear¬
ing tickets were allowed to partlclpato, there was a
very general and bitter reeling of dl ssatisfaction on
the part of those who were excluded. The nlrnetBL
however, were hroad, aud the unfavored portion of
humanity bad an opportunity to see and cheer tne
Duke as he passed between tne Senate Chamber
and the Government House. He rdde in
an open sleigh, accompanied by Lord Lisgar
and lady, and bta tali form was readily
recognized and nis presence frequently
cheered, all of which compliments the imperial
visitor gracefully ami itratehilty acknowledged. In
the Immediate neighborhood of the Parliament
Buildings there was a dense mass of people, that
even the bayoneted mnsicct* ol a military guard of
honor had great dmiculty in keeping back. A band
of music preceding the guaid played a medley of
tne "i.usHian Hymn'' and "God Save the Queen''
when the Duke arr.ved at the building, and the as¬
sembled concourse dolled their baU as reverently
and lnvolnmarily as if too visitor had been a
descendant from Windsor castle itself. The scene

altogether was one both beantffnl sod Impressive
and the Duke expressed dlmseir highly gratified
Having reached the interior of the Senate Cham¬

ber, tue brief ceremonies of a rormal welcome were
commenced at once. Mayor Kocnester, gay and les-
tive as he Is, was reserved and dignified in bis mum-
cipal livery. The Duke entered hi a dushlug ana
modest manner, aud did not appear in Uie leust di*.
concerted either by the presence of the Governor
General ana ota?r dignitaries, or by the ounona
gazes ot the fair ones s > numerously abounding on
all side*.

1HB ADDRESS IN THE SENATE CIIAMIIKK.
After a few lnmrmaluies, such as getting into

position and hushing the audience to silence the
Mayor proceeded to welcomo tne distiuiruisheu
visitor in the following words:.

auwueu

Mat it Please Youii Imperial Highness.in
the name of tne citizens of Ottawa, we give von a
cordial welcome to tiie capital of our young
dominion. We welcome you us an illustrious repre¬
sentative of one of iho mightiest nations oi ihe Old
World. We welcome you as a wortny scion of an
imperial house, whose beueilcent and euilghtenea
rule has doue bo much to promote the
well-being and nappmess 01 their subjects, and we
welcome you as a distinguished member ol a nobie
profession, which we, as Englishmen, are wont to
hold in peculiar honor. It Is to us a source of sin¬
cere gratification that, notwithstanding the short¬
ness of your sojourn in America, you have found
tune to make at least a hurried visit to that portion
of the Continent whose people, as the nappy sub¬
ject's of England's Queen, claim connec¬
tion with the ancient monarchies of Europe.
Wo siucereiy hope that your visit to Canada
may prove as agreeable to you as It is
gratifying to ns, and that you may carry back with
you to your home in the Northern capital of the Old
World nothing but pleasant memories of your too
brief stay in tins Northern capital of the New.

THE IIHAND DUKE'S HRI'LY.
The Duke received the words of welcome with a

great deal of attention, and when tlio Mayor hail
finished he responded in a clear and distinct tone
as follows:.
Mr. Mayor and Gentlemen.i thank yon most

heartily for your cordial welcome, and in
the uamo or His Majesty the K:npe-
ror I fieg to express my gratitude
for the compliments yon have paid to the imperial
house and to my couutry. 1 am, indeed, proud of
belonging to a profession which uas produced some
of the brightest names wmcli have adorned the

Sages of history, and which you esteem so highly
elug so near Canada 1 thought u my duly, and it

Is a most agrecaole one.to pay a visit to
His Excellency the Governor General, who is the
representative of a sovereign lor whom 1 have
the most prolound respect, i only regret that my
limited time does not allow me to make a longer
stay amoug you; but be assured I shall carry home
most pleasant memories of a country whero I have
been so kindly received, and which lias an addi¬
tional charm for ine as at this season of the year it
so much reminds me ol my own.

LADY LISUAR'S RECEPTION.
This evening Lady Lisgar gave a reception at

llldean Hall in honor of the imperial visitor. It was
a very elegant affair, and airorded an ample oppor¬
tunity lor tfie Duke and trie principal citizens or
'bis section of the Dominion to spend a few social
hours. Thero were many ladies present,, and the
occasion was a wry agreeable one lor the Duke and
all others present.

-

To-morrow the imperial party will leave for
Toronto.

NAVAL INTELLIGENCE.
The United States steamer Ttconderoga, Com¬

mander V. C. Badger, eras at Montevideo November
18. All well on uoard. The United states gunboat
Wasp, Commander Quickenbush, was at Buenos
Avres, with no novelty. The Lancaster. flagship of
the South Atlantic Squadron, Admiral Laninanu,
was at Ulo ou the 26tu oi November.

ARMY AND NAVY ORDERS.

By direction or the rresldent, First Lieutenant
Samuel M. Swlgert, or the Second cavalry, is

detailed as Prolessor of Miltary science and
Tactics at the Kentucky Unlvenuij at Loniavlile.
Passed Assistant surgeon D. McMurtrte has been
detached rroin the Vermont »ud ordered to tho
Now York Navy Yard; Passed Assistant Surgeon
W. S. Bowon rrom the New York Navy Yard and
ordered to the Naval Hospital at New York: Passed
Assistant Surgeon W. s. Port la ordered to thai

Wasp.
BI3H0F BAKER, OF CONCORD, ILL.

Concord, N» O., Dec. 19, 1871.
Rev. Damon C. Baker, Bishop of the Methodist

Kplscopsl Church and a resldmil of this city, In
lying In an unconscious state at ins residence, and
U Is doubtful whether he Uvea throuwh the d«y.


